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September 11, 2016    Psalm 139:14 

 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

    your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 

 

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, 

ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 

 

This past week I was on my way up north from I-75 heading back to church and a lady stopped her 

truck in the middle of the highway.  I couldn’t figure out what was going on, until I saw her run from 

her truck to pick up a turtle and carry it across the road.  That was a bit extreme to me; I wouldn’t risk 

my life for a turtle; but nonetheless it was nice to see her caring for God’s creation. Today we look at 

this truth.  God created me and all that exists - absolutely everything - and there are many things that 

we can rejoice in and thank God for.  We put a bat house up behind our barn, even though many 

consider bats ugly and disgusting creatures.  Bats eat mosquitoes - thousands of them a day!  Although 

we don’t worship creation, we still cherish it highly.   

 

What we cherish even more is the beautiful way that God designed us as humans.  He gave me my 

body and soul.  The soul is that part of us which has the capacity to know and believe in God and to 

consciously serve Him to the glory of His name.  When Adam and Eve were put in the garden they 

were given instructions on how to specifically serve God by taking care of the Garden, the creation, 

and not eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  They were able to think about how they 

were acting and reflect upon what they were doing.  They could pray to God, thank God, ask God 

questions, and serve Him in a knowledgeable and respectful and willing way.  They could willingly 

and joyfully refrain from eating from the Tree, trusting that God knows what He’s doing.   

 

When Adam and Eve fell into sin there was a vacancy in their souls - an emptiness inside - and without 

faith that vacancy continues.  You might compare it to a widow returning home after a funeral.  

Augustine said, “Our souls are restless until they find their rest in you.”  They think that hunting or 

fishing or spending their time on the lake will fill what is missing.  But deep inside they know it just 

doesn’t cut it.   

 

But Jesus restores our souls.  What a neat thing to think that God too has a soul, for Jesus Christ 

became human.  His soul was important to Him as well.   When He was dying He said to the Father, 

“Into your hands I commit my spirit.”  God received His soul and accepted His sacrifice.  Jesus’ 

spirit then was reunited with His body in the resurrection of the dead.  The Holy Spirit has moved into 

our souls and opened our eyes to the forgiveness we have in Jesus and the hope to eternal life through 

faith in Him.  We have life within and we have eternal life with Christ.  Poor Lazarus was taken 

directly to heaven upon his death, and so through faith in Jesus will our souls be taken to heaven in 

expectation of the Final Resurrection.  Our lives are filled with purpose again.  The vacancy has been 

filled.   
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But what of the body?  Some might then think that the soul is all that matters.  Some throughout history 

have abused the body and deprived it of food and drink - associating the body with evil because of sin.  

But we don’t do that.  We keep on confessing that He gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all 

my members, my mind and all my abilities.  We look at our eyes and ears and our fingers and our 

toes and all that we have as gifts from God.  We can use them to bring light and life to our soul.  We 

use our eyes to read the Word and our ears to hear it.  We use our mouths to sing of God’s praises and 

receive the Lord’s Supper.  We use our hands to serve those around us and to baptize our children.  

These bodies are gifts from God.   

 

These eyes and ears are not perfect.  After the Fall, the clarity that God gave us is under decay. Even 

with corrupted bodies, we still enjoy what God has given us and use them to His glory.  We appreciate 

food and drink.  There’s nothing like a grilled steak or a cold drink on a hot day!  We look for new 

recipes and enjoy how chefs and cook things and bake things that God has given them.  We love to use 

the senses God has given us!  We recognize them as gifts from God.   

 

This is clear when we see God’s power over them in the Scriptures.  On the island of Paphos there was 

a sorcerer named Elymas (Acts 13) who was opposing Paul.  As a judgment on him and his sorcery 

Paul cursed him with blindness.  By the power of God he was able to take away a man’s eyesight.  As a 

result everything turned dark for him for some time to humiliate him and show those on the island that 

Jesus is Lord.  Of course, Jesus did the same thing to Paul on the way to Damascus when he was going 

there to persecute Christians.   

 

How many other times did God show Himself the master of eyesight and hearing?  Think of when 

Jesus stuck his fingers in the deaf man’s ears to enable him to hear.  (Mark 7)  A truly remarkable story 

is that of Nebuchadnezzar.  He claimed to be all powerful as he boasted about his kingdom, so God 

made him temporarily insane.  He ate grass like cattle and grew his fingernails out before God finally 

brought him back to his right mind.  (Daniel 4)  In a positive way we think of Solomon who requested 

wisdom from God, and was granted the greatest wisdom any man could ever have.  God is Lord of the 

mind.  Another interesting story is of how Moses was complaining about his speaking ability - using it 

as an excuse as to why he couldn’t be used by God to set the Israelites free from captivity.  And what 

did God say to Moses? “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him 

sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD?”  (Exodus 4:11)   

 

But what of those who don’t have the use of eyes or ears or who have seemingly deformed features?  

They aren’t any less human.  Luther once said,  

Everyone is pleasing to himself.  In order to maintain our exclusive claim to beauty, we ignore 

and leave out of sight the good there is in our neighbor.  If we notice the least little pimple on 

him, we fill our eyes with it and so magnify it that on its account we see nothing good, though 

the man may have eyes like a hawk and a face like an angel.  We overlook our own vices, which 

are all over us, while we fail to see anything good about other people.  
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Yet on the other hand, how often don’t we do that not only with other people but especially with 

ourselves?  We don’t like the size of our nose our eyes or our hair.   

 

Think about what we view as beautiful today as compared to other societies and different times.  How 

much of our beauty is conditioned by the society we live in?  What does God consider beautiful?  I 

think of Proverbs 11:22, “Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman who shows no 

discretion. It is interesting to note that God even is able to make something like gray hair look 

beautiful.  He says in Proverbs 16:31 “Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a 

righteous life.”  Those who have mental handicaps are often the most loving and the best evangelists, 

but we have a hard time seeing this.  In our own sinful way we end up praising what God considers 

ugly and hating what God considers beautiful.  Such is the nature of sin.   

 

What a good thing then to remember and confess where all of our gifts come from!  It leads us to cry, 

“Lord, have mercy on us for complaining about the very gifts that you gave us.”  I think of a young 

child who went through tedious work of drawing a picture for her mother.  Finally, when her mother 

came to pick her up from daycare, she merely stuffed the picture in her purse and said to her daughter, 

“Yeah, that’s nice.  Let’s go.”  How often do we do that with God’s gifts to us, even those tainted under 

the curse of sin?  God can even use the taintedness to bless us in His own unique ways.  But how often 

do we take His gifts and crumple them up in the wastebasket of our minds?  How often do we forget to 

thank God for every day that we can walk and talk?   

 

It is at these  points of shame that Jesus sees you pointing your eyes to the floor.  You are ashamed to 

look up.  He grabs your chin with his nail printed hands, lifts your eyes to His and says, “I died for 

you.”  He shows you what He did with His hands.  He speaks to you with beautiful words from His 

mouth.   You receive His body and blood in the Supper - His precious body and blood that He gave for 

you and says, “I used this to pay for your sins.” He speaks gracious words to us.”  We open our mouths 

and say, “Thank you!  Forgive me for my complaints!”  He says, “I forgive you!”  We raise our weak 

voices and proclaim, “Praise be to God!”   

 

Your body is precious to God.  What you put into it, how you use it, it matters to God!  Job said in 

chapter 31, “I made a covenant with my eyes, not to look lustfully at a girl.”  Proverbs 23 talks 

about the danger of putting too much alcohol in your system.   

         31      Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down 

smoothly!  

         32      In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper.  

         33      Your eyes will see strange sights and your mind imagine confusing things. 

Out of all the sins you can commit, the sexual sins have a terrible way of corrupting and clinging to you 

more than others.  Drugs can infect your mind and make you addicted.  They can make you lose control 

of your thoughts and emotions so you say hurtful and sinful things.  So we want to use God’s gifts of 

the mind and body and be careful how we treat His gifts.   
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When Moses was 80 years old God called him to lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  He tried to 

find any excuse he could not to do it.  He finally said, “I can’t speak well enough.”  God’s answer to 

Him was, “Who gave you your mouth?” God then enabled that 80 year old man to confront Pharaoh 

and lead the Israelites out of slavery.  When Moses died at 120 his body was healthy as could be.  So 

much for Moses’ excuses. 

 

What a simple thing to think about today and thank God for.  It reminds me of a story of Luther eating 

supper with his wife.  Dr. Luther went out with his wife into the garden to fish in the pond and on the 

bank of the river. There they caught pike, black tail, carp. Some of them we ate at the table with great 

delight and thanksgiving. The doctor said,  

“Katy, you are more pleased over these few fish than many a nobleman when he fishes in 

several large ponds and catches thousands of fish. Alas, greed and ambition prevent us from 

enjoying things. Many a skinflint sits in the midst of the greatest luxuries and yet can’t enjoy 

them with pleasure. It’s said that the ungodly won’t see the glory of God; in fact, they can’t even 

recognize present gifts because God overwhelms us so much with them. If they were rare, we 

might esteem them more highly. But we can’t reflect on the pleasure which the creatures give.” 

(LW 54:199) 

 

One of the greatest blessings to me has been my call to go into the nursing homes and see the struggles 

that come with old age.  It has made me appreciate the mere ability to walk and to talk and to get 

around.  The older I get, the more I realize how important they are.  I can’t see like I used to.  I can’t 

even walk up two flights of stairs without getting winded.  My wife claims I can’t hear anything.  But 

all of this loss will make heaven all the more glorious.  Someday, we will get to run and walk and see 

like never before. Luther had some beautiful thoughts on how he viewed the resurrection.  He said,  

We, however, know that later and at the proper time the body, weak and devoid of all strength 

and power though it may now be when it lies in the grave, will be so strong that with one finger 

it will be able to carry this church, with one toe it will be able to move a tower and play with a 

mountain as children play with a ball. And in the twinkling of an eye it will be able to leap to the 

clouds or traverse a hundred miles. For then the body will be sheer strength, as it is now sheer 

feebleness and weakness. Nothing that it decides to do will be impossible for it. It will be able to 

defeat the whole world alone. It will become so light and nimble that it will soar both down here 

on earth and up above in the heavens in a moment. Luther, M. (1999, c1973). Vol. 28: 187 

God has given me my eyes, ears, and all my members, and with Job we will see Him with our own 

eyes.  How my heart yearns within me.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

 

 


